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DEFINITIONS OF METEOROLOGICAL FORECASTING RANGES

(WMO 1992)
1. Nowcasting: A description of current weatherparameters and 0 -2 hoursdescription 

of forecasted weather parameters.

2. Very short-range weather forecasting:Up to 12 hoursdescription of weather 
parameters.

3. Short-range weather forecasting:Beyond 12 hours and up to 72 hoursdescription of 
weather parameters.

4. Medium-range weather forecasting:Beyond 72 hours and up to 240 hours
description of weather parameters.

5.Extended-range weather forecasting:Beyond 10 days and up to 30 days.

6.Long-range forecasting:From 30 days up to two years

(Short-term Climate Prediction).

7. Climate forecasting:Beyond two years(Climate variability prediction, Climate 
prediction).
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